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About the story

In The Call of the Wild, Jack London tells the story of Buck, a dog 
who is kidnapped from his tranquil California home and forced to 
pull a sled in the Yukon Territory. The harshness of the terrain and 
the brutality of his human and canine co-travelers force Buck to 
confront his own wild nature. He begins to hear promptings from 
deep within himself, promptings that call him to a life long since 
forgotten. 

About the author

Jack London was an American author, born in San Francisco 
in 1876. As a young man, he joined the Klondike gold rush to 
northwestern Canada, an experience that would contribute to 
The Call of the Wild. He lived a life of wandering and adventure, 
traveling as a migrant and as a sailor. He wrote more than 20 
novels, many of them drawing on his experiences. London died 
when he was just 40 years old.

The Call of the Wild 
by Jack London 
Published in 1903

Part !" Introduction
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Excerpt" The Call of the Wild!  
Chapter #$ paragraphs %&–%'
26 Best of all, perhaps, he loved to lie near the "re, hind legs crouched under him, fore legs 

stretched out in front, head raised, and eyes blinking dreamily at the #ames. Sometimes he 
thought of Judge Miller’s big house in the sun-kissed Santa Clara Valley, and of the cement 
swimming-tank, and Ysabel, the Mexican hairless, and Toots, the Japanese pug; but oftener he 
remembered the man in the red sweater, the death of Curly, the great "ght with Spitz, and the 
good things he had eaten or would like to eat. He was not homesick. The Sunland was very dim 
and distant, and such memories had no power over him. Far more potent were the memories 
of his heredity that gave things he had never seen before a seeming familiarity; the instincts 
(which were but the memories of his ancestors become habits) which had lapsed in later days, 
and still later, in him, quickened and become alive again.

27 Sometimes as he crouched there, blinking dreamily at the #ames, it seemed that the #ames 
were of another "re, and that as he crouched by this other "re he saw another and di$erent 
man from the half-breed cook before him. This other man was shorter of leg and longer 
of arm, with muscles that were stringy and knotty rather than rounded and swelling. The 
hair of this man was long and matted, and his head slanted back under it from the eyes. He 
uttered strange sounds, and seemed very much afraid of the darkness, into which he peered 
continually, clutching in his hand, which hung midway between knee and foot, a stick with 
a heavy stone made fast to the end. He was all but naked, a ragged and "re-scorched skin 
hanging part way down his back, but on his body there was much hair. In some places, across 
the chest and shoulders and down the outside of the arms and thighs, it was matted into 
almost a thick fur. He did not stand erect, but with trunk inclined forward from the hips, on legs 
that bent at the knees. About his body there was a peculiar springiness, or resiliency, almost 
catlike, and a quick alertness as of one who lived in perpetual fear of things seen and unseen.

Part %" Text Excerpt and Close Reading 
Activities
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28 At other times this hairy man squatted by the "re with head between his legs and slept. On 
such occasions his elbows were on his knees, his hands clasped above his head as though 
to shed rain by the hairy arms. And beyond that "re, in the circling darkness, Buck could see 
many gleaming coals, two by two, always two by two, which he knew to be the eyes of great 
beasts of prey. And he could hear the crashing of their bodies through the undergrowth, and 
the noises they made in the night. And dreaming there by the Yukon bank, with lazy eyes 
blinking at the "re, these sounds and sights of another world would make the hair to rise along 
his back and stand on end across his shoulders and up his neck, till he whimpered low and 
suppressedly, or growled softly, and the half-breed cook shouted at him, “Hey, you Buck, wake 
up!” Whereupon the other world would vanish and the real world come into his eyes, and he 
would get up and yawn and stretch as though he had been asleep.
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Step !" Close Reading Activity 

1. Circle each of the distinct memories that Buck recalls in paragraphs 27 and 28.

2. Where and when do the memories in paragraphs 27 and 28 take place? What speci"c
words or phrases make you think so?

3. Underline any words or phrases that reveal Buck’s feelings about his memories. What do
you think they reveal?

4. Which memory does he like the most? Which does he like the least? What speci"c words
or phrases make you think so?

5. When the cook would yell for Buck to awake, Buck would “get up and yawn and stretch
as though he had been asleep” (28). What do the words “as though” tell the reader about
his memory of the hairy man?

6. Based on the word choices the author makes in this passage, how do you think these
memories will impact Buck throughout the rest of the story?

Step %" Connected Excerpts to Continue Close Reading

Continue your work analyzing word choice. Use the same steps as above when close reading 
these pages. 

• Chapter 2, paragraph 25: Buck feels part of himself coming alive.

• Chapter 3, paragraphs 33–34: Buck expresses great joy about his animal instincts.

• Chapter 6, paragraph 8: Buck recognizes that he is wild, not civilized.

• Chapter 7, paragraphs 9–12: Buck has another vision of the prehistoric man.

Step (" Writing Prompt 

Compare and contrast the description of Buck and his life at the beginning of the story and the 
end. What words and phrases does the author use in each? What do these choices reveal about 
the changes in Buck’s life? 
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Part (" Additional Guiding Questions 
and Projects

Step #" Guiding Questions to Read the Whole Book

1. Chapter 1: Compare and contrast Buck’s life at the judge’s house with his life after he
is abducted.

2. Chapter 2: What is the “law of club and fang”? How does Buck adapt to it?

3. Chapter 3: Which dogs have the most power? Which dogs have the least? Why?

4. Chapter 4: What challenges do the dogs face? How do they deal with those challenges?

5. Chapter 5: What motivates Hal, Charles, and Mercedes? How do you know?

6. Chapter 6: What motivates John Thornton?

7. Chapter 7: What role does Buck take among his new pack? What experiences have
prepared him for this role?

Step )" Extended Discussion Questions

1. Buck becomes the leader of the sled dogs. What qualities do you think make a
good leader? What possible leadership qualities do you think you have or would like
to develop?

2. What do you think made Buck’s relationship with Thornton so special? What speci"c
behaviors made their bond so strong? What lesson do you think their interaction reveals
about friendship?

3. Buck had to act di$erently as a sled dog than he did at the judge’s house in California.
Why did he have to act di$erently? What are two or more situations in which you have to
act di$erently? Why?
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Step &" Writer’s Craft

Personi"cation: Throughout the novel, the author uses personi"cation: He makes the dogs 
seem human in their thoughts, feelings, and actions. 

• Example 1: “Buck had been purposely placed between Dave and Sol-leks so that he might
receive instruction. Apt scholar that he was, they were equally apt teachers, never allowing
him to linger long in error, and enforcing their teaching with their sharp teeth.” (Chapter 2,
paragraph 17)

• Example 2: “...he knew John Thornton was dead. It left a great void in him, somewhat
akin to hunger, but a void which ached and ached, and which food could not "ll. At times,
when he paused to contemplate the carcasses of the Yeehats, he forgot the pain of it;
and at such times he was aware of a great pride in himself,—a pride greater than any he
had yet experienced.” (Chapter 7, paragraph 42)

1. Note at least three speci"c moments in which the author personi"es the dogs.

2. Can you "nd any examples in which the author does the opposite, in which he makes
humans seem like animals? What techniques does he use to make them seem that way?

3. Why do you think the author relies so heavily on personi"cation to tell the story of The
Call of the Wild?

Part #" Final Projects

Step *" Writing Prompt

The Call of the Wild follows Buck on his adventure and tells the story mostly from his point of 
view. Choose a portion of the story and retell it from the point of view of another character. 
Reveal the thoughts and feelings of this character using word choices. Some possible excerpts 
to retell include:

• The arrival in Canada (Chapter 1, paragraphs 49–53)

• The "ght with Spitz (Chapter 3, paragraphs 34–42)

• Working for Hal, Charles, and Mercedes (Chapters 37–58)
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Step '" Final Project" Compare and Contrast

“Living Primitively”

Read “Living Primitively,” an article about modern-day humans who decided to return 
to nature and live as people lived thousands of years ago: https://theweek.com/
captured/723719/living-primitively.

• Research: Can you "nd other examples of modern humans who chose to leave civilization
and return to a primitive lifestyle?

• Discuss: Why do you think these people made this decision? To what extent do you agree
or disagree with their decision?

• Write: Based on your reading of The Call of the Wild, what do you think Jack London
would say about the people who returned to a primitive lifestyle? What details in the
text make you think so?

Step +" Challenge

Man’s Best Friend

Dogs are a popular household pet. But most people wouldn’t keep a wild wolf in their house. 
How did dogs become “man’s best friend”? 

Trace the domestication of dogs, the process by which dogs were turned from wild wolves into 
cuddly, lovable household pets. Using your own Internet research, "nd information to answer 
the following questions: 

• What species did modern-day dogs come from?

• How did wild dogs become domesticated?

• How long did domestication take?

• How do scientists know about the origin of dogs?

Then, return to The Call of the Wild. Write to answer the following questions: 

How is the history of the domestication of dogs reflected in London’s novel? In your 
opinion, how accurately does he represent this history?��7)�):-()2')�*631�8,)�8)<87�83�
7944368�=396�%27;)6@
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Step !," Extra

The Klondike Gold Rush

Robert W. Service lived a life similar to Jack London in many ways. He was born in England, but 
eventually moved to western Canada to work as a cowboy. He traveled around the world, and his 
experiences inspired his writings. He became known as the “Bard of the Yukon” and wrote about 
the famous Klondike gold rush in which Jack London also took part. 

• Read “The Spell of the Yukon” by Robert W. Service.

• Underline any words, phrases, or lines that reveal the narrator’s feelings about the
gold rush.

• Answer the question: How would you characterize the narrator’s experience of the
Klondike gold rush?

• Then, write a poem from Buck’s point of view that reveals his experience of the gold rush.

“The Spell of the Yukon” by Robert W. Service

I wanted the gold, and I sought it;

!!I scrabbled and mucked like a slave.

Was it famine or scurvy—I fought it;

!!I hurled my youth into a grave.

I wanted the gold, and I got it— 

!!Came out with a fortune last fall,— 

Yet somehow life’s not what I thought it,

!!And somehow the gold isn’t all.

No! There’s the land. (Have you seen it?)

!!It’s the cussedest land that I know,

From the big, dizzy mountains that screen it

!!To the deep, deathlike valleys below.

Some say God was tired when He made it;

!!Some say it’s a "ne land to shun;

Maybe; but there’s some as would trade it

!!For no land on earth—and I’m one.
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You come to get rich (damned good reason);

!!You feel like an exile at "rst;

You hate it like hell for a season,

!!And then you are worse than the worst.

It grips you like some kinds of sinning;

!!It twists you from foe to a friend;

It seems it’s been since the beginning;

!!It seems it will be to the end.

I’ve stood in some mighty-mouthed hollow

!!That’s plumb-full of hush to the brim;

I’ve watched the big, husky sun wallow

!!In crimson and gold, and grow dim,

Till the moon set the pearly peaks gleaming,

!!And the stars tumbled out, neck and crop;

And I’ve thought that I surely was dreaming,

!!With the peace o’ the world piled on top.

The summer—no sweeter was ever;

!!The sunshiny woods all athrill;

The grayling aleap in the river,

!!The bighorn asleep on the hill.

The strong life that never knows harness;

!!The wilds where the caribou call;

The freshness, the freedom, the farness—

!!O God! how I’m stuck on it all.

The winter! the brightness that blinds you,

!!The white land locked tight as a drum,

The cold fear that follows and "nds you,

!!The silence that bludgeons you dumb.

The snows that are older than history,

!!The woods where the weird shadows slant;
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The stillness, the moonlight, the mystery,

!!I’ve bade ’em good-by—but I can’t.

There’s a land where the mountains are nameless,

!!And the rivers all run God knows where;

There are lives that are erring and aimless,

!!And deaths that just hang by a hair;

There are hardships that nobody reckons;

!!There are valleys unpeopled and still;

There’s a land—oh, it beckons and beckons,

!!And I want to go back—and I will.

They’re making my money diminish;

!!I’m sick of the taste of champagne.

Thank God! when I’m skinned to a "nish

!!I’ll pike to the Yukon again.

I’ll "ght—and you bet it’s no sham-"ght;

!!It’s hell!—but I’ve been there before;

And it’s better than this by a damsite—

!!So me for the Yukon once more.

There’s gold, and it’s haunting and haunting;

!!It’s luring me on as of old;

Yet it isn’t the gold that I’m wanting

!!So much as just "nding the gold.

It’s the great, big, broad land ’way up yonder,

!!It’s the forests where silence has lease;

It’s the beauty that thrills me with wonder,

!!It’s the stillness that "lls me with peace.
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Step !!" Extended Reading

• White Fang by Jack London

• Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell

• Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

• King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry

• The Lord of the Flies by William Golding
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