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About the story

And Then There Were None is a gripping suspense novel written 
by acclaimed author Agatha Christie. The novel takes place on 
a private island off the coast of England during the 1930s and 
centers around the poem, “Ten Little Soldier Boys.” It involves a 
diverse group of guests, some who were invited to the island for 
an exclusive getaway, and some who were offered employment 
by the island's owners. Each character comes from a different 
socioeconomic background with various levels of criminal histories. 
Point of view and perspective are each a central focus of this novel, 
with a strong emphasis on motivation for different characters. 

About the author

Agatha Christie was a British author, born in Torquay, Devon, 
England in 1890. She is one of the best-selling novelists of all time, 
known for her 66 novels, multiple short stories, and her play The 
Mousetrap, which had one of the longest theatrical runs in history. 
Agatha Christie died in 1976 at the age of 85.
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Excerpt" And Then There Were None 
Chapter 1, paragraphs 89–119

89 Mr. Blore was in the slow train from Plymouth. There was 
only one other person in his carriage, an elderly seafaring 
gentleman with a bleary eye. At the present moment he had 
dropped off to sleep.

90 Mr. Blore was writing carefully in a little notebook.

91 “That’s the lot,” he muttered to himself. “Emily Brent, Vera 
Claythorne, Dr. Armstrong, Anthony Marston, old Justice 
Wargrave, Philip Lombard, General Macarthur, C.M.G., D.S.O. 
Manservant and wife: Mr. and Mrs. Rogers."

92 He closed the notebook and put it back in his pocket. He 
glanced over at the corner and the slumbering man.

93 “Had one over the eight,” diagnosed Mr. Blore accurately.

94 He went over things carefully and conscientiously in his mind.

95 “Job ought to be easy enough,” he ruminated. “Don’t see how 
I can slip up on it. Hope I look all right.”

96 He stood up and scrutinized himself anxiously in the glass. 
�,)�*%')�6)ç)'8)(�8,)6)�;%7�3*�%�70-+,80=�1-0-8%6=�'%78�;-8,�%�
moustache. There was very little expression in it. The eyes 
were grey and set rather close together.

97 “Might be a Major,” said Mr. Blore. “No, I forgot. There’s that 
old military gent. He’d spot me at once.”

98 “South Africa,” said Mr. Blore, “that’s my line! None of these 
people have anything to do with South Africa, and I’ve just 
been reading that travel folder so I can talk about it all right.”

99 Fortunately there were all sorts and types of colonials. As a 
man of means from South Africa, Mr. Blore felt that he could 
enter into any society unchallenged.

Part #" Text Excerpt and Close Reading 
Activities
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100 Soldier Island. He remembered Soldier Island as a boy . . . Smelly sort of rock 
covered with gulls—stood about a mile from the coast.

101 Funny idea to go and build a house on it! Awful in bad weather! But 
millionaires were full of whims!

102 The old man in the corner woke up and said:

103 “You can’t never tell at sea—never!”

104 Mr. Blore said soothingly, “That’s right. You can’t.”

105 The old man hiccupped twice and said plaintively:

106 “There’s a squall coming.”

107 Mr. Blore said:

108 “No, no, mate, it’s a lovely day.”

109 The old man said angrily:

110 “There’s a squall ahead. I can smell it.”

111 U�%=&)�=39T6)�6-+,8AV�7%-(��6@��036)�4%'-æ'%00=@

112 The train stopped at a station and the old fellow rose unsteadily.

113 “Thish where I get out.” He fumbled with the window. Mr. Blore helped him.

114 The old man stood in the doorway. He raised a solemn hand and blinked his 
bleary eyes.

115 “Watch and pray,” he said. “Watch and pray. The day of judgment is at hand.”

116 He collapsed through the doorway on to the platform. From a recumbent 
position he looked up at Mr. Blore and said with immense dignity:

117 “I’m talking to you, young man. The day of judgment is very close at hand.”

118 Subsiding on to his seat Mr. Blore thought to himself: He’s nearer the day of 
judgment than I am!

119 But there, as it happens, he was wrong. . . .
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Step !" Close Reading Activity
1. Highlight words or phrases where you notice Blore’s attention to detail.

2. What do you think Blore's plans are?

3. Highlight words or phrases where you believe the characters seem to know something 
that you don’t.

4. Highlight words or phrases where you believe the author seems to know  
something you don’t.

5. How do the characters’ or the author’s points of view create a feeling of suspense?

Step #" Connected Excerpts to Continue Close Reading

Continue your work with analyzing how differences in point of view create suspense. Use the 
same steps as above when close reading these paragraphs.

• Chapter 5, paragraphs 47–70:��,)�+9)787f�æ678�2-+,8�32��30(-)6��70%2(@�

• Chapter 8, paragraphs 89–145: Vera Claythorne speaks with General Macarthur.

• Chapter 9, paragraphs 109–128: The guests are sitting around the dining table. 

• Chapter 11, paragraphs 52–84: !,)2� )6%�238-')7�%�1-77-2+�730(-)6�æ+96-2)@

• Chapter 13, paragraphs 1–40:��,)�æ:)�6)1%-2-2+�+9)787�7-8�-2�8,)�(6%;-2+�6331@�

• Chapter 16, paragraphs 18–74: Vera Claythorne and Philip Lombard talk on the beach. 

Step $" Writing Prompt 

In Christie’s book, point of view shifts back and forth between each of the ten characters. As a 
consequence, the reader discovers different information from each character's point of view. 
Choose two characters that provided you with an important piece of information that you 
needed to understand a part of the mystery. What did you learn from each character and what 
did you discover when you brought the information from these two characters together?
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Part $" Additional Guiding Questions  
and Projects

Step %" Guiding Questions to Read the Whole Book

1. Chapters 1–2: How does Agatha Christie use the character descriptions to foreshadow 
that something bad will happen? 

2. Chapters 3–6: What effect does being accused of murder have on the characters’ 
interactions in each chapter?

3. Chapters 7–10:�!,%8�-7�8,)�7-+2-æ'%2')�3*�8,)�(-:)67)�+)2()6�%2(�'0%77�(-78-2'8-327�
in the group of characters? What does this tell us about the murderer’s motives and 
outlook on the concept of justice?

4. Chapters 11–14: How do the characters’ personalities develop as members of the house 
are killed?

5. Chapters 15–17: How does the author use the structure of the nursery rhyme? What do 
you notice about the contrast of the nursery rhyme with the reality of the situation?

6. Epilogue-Manuscript sent to Scotland Yard: What are the distinctions between the 
narration of the story, the narration of the epilogue, and the manuscript that was sent to 
Scotland Yard? Why do you think Christie made this decision when writing the novel?

Step &" Extended Discussion Questions 

1. �:)6=�-2,%&-8%28�32��30(-)6��70%2(�æ678�6)')-:)(�%2�-2:-8%8-32�6)59)78-2+�8,)-6�46)7)2')A�)-8,)6�*36�
pleasure or work. Trace the decisions that led each character to accept the letter writer’s offer. 

• What other decisions could the characters have made instead of going to the island?

• Explain a time where you made a decision you later regretted or felt guilty about.  

2. �,639+,398�8,)�23:)0A�8,)�',%6%'8)67�)<4)6-)2')�8,)�)138-327�3*�*)%6�%2(�%2+)6@��)ç)'8�32�%�
moment when you were experiencing one or both of those emotions. 

• �-(�=396�%'8-327�%8�8,%8�8-1)�6)ç)'8�8,)�)138-327�=39�;)6)�*))0-2+H

• Did those emotions affect others? Why or why not?
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3. Vera Claythorne and General Macarthur were each in a relationship that seemed to strongly 
affect their ability to make rational decisions. 

• What could these characters have done differently? 

• What advice would you give to someone in a similar situation?

Step '" Writer’s Craft 
 
Establishing Suspense

�2)�;%=�8,%8��+%8,%�,6-78-)�æ2(7�79'')77�;-8,�,)6�+6-44-2+�2%66%8-:)7�-7�,)6�-27)68-32�3*�
foreshadowing or a cliffhanger at the end of a chapter or sub-chapter.

Foreshadowing is when a writer provides some advance hints or clues about what will happen 
next in a text.

A cli"hanger occurs when a writer creates uncertainty at the end of a scene about what will 
happen next in a text.

• Example 1: Foreshadowing 
Chapter Five, sub-chapter V, paragraph 132: 

 »“He knew, suddenly, that he didn’t want to leave the island,” foreshadows the fate of General 
Macarthur. 

• Example 2: Cli"hanger 
Chapter Twelve, sub-chapter IV, paragraphs 154–157: 

 » “They went along the corridor to Lombard’s room.  
Philip strode across to the bed table and jerked open the drawer. 
Then he recoiled with an oath. 
The drawer of the bed table was empty." 

 » The guests and the reader discover that Philip Lombard’s revolver is missing. 

Find and write down at least three other moments in the novel where the author inserts a 
cliffhanger or foreshadowing at the end of a chapter or sub-chapter to establish suspense.
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Part %" Final Projects

Step (" Writing Prompt

Should the guests on Soldier Island be punished by U.N. Owen? Use evidence from the novel to 
support your claim. 

Step )" Final Project 
 
Option 1

The novel And Then There Were None has piqued the interest of many people over the years, 
including those in the film industry. Begin this activity with a web search for the following 
movie trailers.

1.  And Then There Were None (1945)—Directed by René Clair

2.  And Then There Were None (2015, TV Mini-Series)—Directed by Craig Viveiros 

!%8',�8,)�8;3�æ01�86%-0)67�%7�%�'0%77@

Discussion questions or writing prompts: 

1. 314%6)�%2(�'3286%78�8,)�î
���æ01�86%-0)6�83�8,)�86%-0)6�*36�8,)�ìíî��1-2-O7)6-)7@�!,-',�
elements are similar and which are different? 

2. Watch both trailers again, and compare the actors' behaviors to the behavior of the characters 
in the novel. How do the trailers contribute to your understanding of the text?  

3. !,%8�',3-')7�1%()�&=�8,)�æ01�(-6)'8367�36�8,)�%'8367�;390(�=39�97)�83�'6)%8)�%�46)7)28O(%=�
æ01�;,-0)�6)1%-2-2+�*%-8,*90�83�8,)�23:)0H�!,=H 

4.  Optional: Create a storyboard or video clip debuting the newest trailer of And Then There 
Were None, being directed by you, the student. Develop your work by using elements from 
the previous trailers and the novel. 
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Option 2:

Congratulations! You are the new realtor appointed to sell Soldier Island. Now that the bodies 
have been removed, the property needs to be sold.

1. Identify words and phrases used in the novel to describe the qualities and features of the 
house on Soldier Island. Consider the number of rooms, the space available on the island, etc. 
 

2. Browse the Internet for current island prices and compare the qualities and features of that 
to Soldier Island. Create a list of comparable homes to add to your brochure. 

3. Create a real estate brochure or visual pamphlet that will attract potential buyers and sell 
the island. 

• Determine your audience, selling price, feature highlights, and images you will use to make 
the property appealing to potential buyers. 

• �2'09()�74)'-æ'�;36(7�%2(�4,6%7)7�8,%8�;-00�'6)%8)�-28)6)78�*36�'0-)287�):)2�8,39+,�86%+)(=�
has happened on the island. 

4. Optional: Create a mock classroom auction to allow students an opportunity to pitch their 
brochure to potential buyers (the class) and sell Soldier Island. 

Step *" Challenge

In Chapter 15, Vera Claythorne says, “Don’t you see? We’re the Zoo...Last night, we were hardly 
human anymore. We’re the Zoo…” Determine how true Vera Claythorne’s statement is by 
researching the criteria for an establishment to be labeled a zoo.

• Typically where are zoos located?

• Does the establishment have to have a minimum number of animals? Maximum?

• What are the criteria for taking care of the animals?

Then, return to And Then There Were None and answer the following questions.

1. Compare and contrast the features of a zoo from your research to how the characters 
are treated, or how they treat themselves, on Soldier Island. Based on your research, 
how true was Vera Claythorne’s statement?

2. Throughout the novel Christie describes the characters in animalistic terms. What is the 
7-+2-æ'%2')�3*�8,-7H�!,%8�(3)7�8,-7�'32:)=�83�6)%()67H��
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Step !+" Extra

Agatha Christie used a nursery rhyme as the foundation of her novel And Then There Were None. 
Today you will do the same by creating a short story of your own. 

Read the nursery rhyme "A Man of Words and Not of Deeds," and think about a few moves the 
author makes: 

• How does the author use the nursery rhyme to tell the story of a man of words and not of deeds?

• What images are created during each couplet?

• How do these images help to develop the story in this nursery rhyme? 

6)%8)�%�7,368�7836=�;-8,�8,)�',%6%'8)67�97-2+�8,)�-1%+)6=�=39�-()28-æ)(�-2�8,)�2967)6=�6,=1)@

When writing your short story, remember to include: 

• A place and time your story is occuring

• At least one character other than the "man of words"

• A theme or central idea

• A conclusion that mirrors the end of the nursery rhyme
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A Man of Words and Not of Deeds 
(original author may be John Fletcher, 1579–1625) 

A man of words and not of deeds 

Is like a garden full of weeds; 

And when the weeds begin to grow, 

It's like a garden full of snow; 

And when the snow begins to fall, 

It's like a bird upon the wall; 

�2(�;,)2�8,)�&-6(�%;%=�(3)7�ç=A 

It's like an eagle in the sky; 

And when the sky begins to roar, 

It's like a lion at the door; 

And when the door begins to crack, 

It's like a stick across your back; 

And when your back begins to smart, 

It's like a penknife in your heart; 

And when your heart begins to bleed, 

You're dead, and dead, and dead indeed. 

Step !!" Extended Reading
• The Mystery of Drear House by Virginia Hamilton (Amplify Library)

• The Man Who Was Thursday: A Nightmare by G.K. Chesterton (Amplify Library)

• "The Purloined Letter" by Edgar Allan Poe (Amplify Library)

• The Red House Mystery by A.A. Milne (Amplify Library)

• The Sign of the Four by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (Amplify Library)

• We Were Liars by E. Lockhart

• Truly Devious by Maureen Johnson

• Wilder Girls by Rory Power
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