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About the story

The Hate U Give tells the story of Starr Carter, a 16-year-old black 
teen who lives in an underserved urban community and attends 
a wealthy suburban prep school. When she witnesses a police 
shooting that kills her unarmed friend, Starr must decide how 
much to speak out and to whom. This book addresses many 
important and complex topics, including friendship, community, 
identity, institutional racism, and police brutality. Some of the 
subject matter is sensitive, and the language includes slang, 
profanity, and references to violence, drugs, and sex. 

About the author

Angie Thomas is a former teen rapper who lives in Jackson, 
Mississippi. In 2015, she won the inaugural Walter Dean Myers 
Grant. The Hate U Give has been a New York Times best seller, a 
Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature 
honor book, and a Coretta Scott King honor book.

The Hate U Give
by Angie Thomas

Copyright 2017  
by Angela Thomas
Balzer + Bray, imprint of 
HarperCollins Publishers.
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Excerpt" The Hate U Give! pages #$–%&
1 While I feed Brickz and refill his water bowl, Daddy picks bunches of collard 

greens from his garden. He cuts roses that have blooms as big as my palms. 
Daddy spends hours out here every night, planting, tilling, and talking. He 
claims a good garden needs a good conversation.

2 About thirty minutes later, we’re riding in his truck with the windows down. On the radio, 
Marvin Gaye asks what’s going on. It’s still dark out, though the sun peeks through the 
clouds, and hardly anybody is outside. This early in the morning it’s easy to hear the 
rumbling of eighteen wheelers on the freeway.

3 Daddy hums to Marvin, but he couldn’t carry a tune if it came in a box. He’s wearing a Lakers 
jersey and no shirt underneath, revealing tattoos all over his arms. One of my baby photos 
smiles back at me, permanently etched on his arm with Something to live for, something 
to die for written beneath it. Seven and Sekani are on his other arm with the same words 
beneath them. Love letters in the simplest form.

4 “You wanna talk ’bout last night some more?” he asks.

5 “Nah.”

6 “A’ight. Whenever you wanna.”

7 Another love letter in the simplest form.

8 We turn onto Marigold Avenue, where Garden Heights is waking up. Some ladies wearing 
floral headscarves come out the Laundromat, carrying big baskets of clothes. Mr. Reuben 
unlocks the chains on his restaurant. His nephew, Tim the cook, leans against the wall and 
wipes sleep from his eyes. Ms. Yvette yawns as she goes in her beauty shop. The lights are 
on at Top Shelf Spirits and Wine, but they’re always on.

9 Daddy parks in front of Carter’s Grocery, our family’s store. Daddy bought it when I was 
nine after the former owner, Mr. Wyatt, left Garden Heights to go sit on the beach all day, 
watching pretty women. (Mr. Wyatt’s words, not mine.) Mr. Wyatt was the only person who 
would hire Daddy when he got out of prison, and he later said Daddy was the only person he 
trusted to run the store.

10 Compared to that Walmart on the east side of Garden Heights, our grocery is tiny. White-
painted metal bars protect the windows and door. They make the store resemble a jail.

Part '" Text Excerpt and  
Close Reading Activities
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11 Mr. Lewis from the barbershop next door stands out front, his arms folded over his big belly. 
He sets his narrowed eyes on Daddy.

12 Daddy sighs. “Here we go.”

13 We hop out. Mr. Lewis gives some of the best haircuts in Garden Heights—Sekani’s high-
top fade proves it—but Mr. Lewis himself wears an untidy Afro. His stomach blocks his view 
of his feet, and since his wife passed nobody tells him that his pants are too short and his 
socks don’t always match. Today one is striped and the other is argyle.

14 “The store used to open at five fifty-five on the dot,” he says. “Five fifty-five!”

15 It’s 6:05.

16 Daddy unlocks the front door. “I know, Mr. Lewis, but I told you, I’m not running the store the 
same way Wyatt did.”

17 “It sho’ is obvious. First you take down his pictures—who the hell replaces a picture of Dr. 
King with some nobody—”

18 “Huey Newton ain’t a nobody.”

19 “He ain’t Dr. King! Then you hire thugs to work up in here. I heard that Khalil boy got himself 
killed last night. He was probably selling that stuff.” Mr. Lewis looks from Daddy’s basketball 
jersey to his tattoos. “Wonder where he get that idea from.”

20 Daddy’s jaw tightens. “Starr, turn the coffeepot on for Mr. Lewis.”

21 So he can get the hell outta here, I finish Daddy’s sentence for him.

22 I flick the switch on the coffeepot at the self-serve table, which Huey 
Newton watches over from a photograph, his fist raised for black power.

23 I’m supposed to replace the filter and put new coffee and water in, 
but for talking about Khalil Mr. Lewis gets coffee made from day-old 
grounds.

24 He limps through the aisles and gets a honey bun, an apple, and a pack 
of hog head cheese. He gives me the honey bun. “Heat it up, girl. And 
you bet’ not overcook it.”

25 I leave it in the microwave until the plastic wrapper swells and pops 
open. Mr. Lewis eats it soon as I take it out.

26 “That thang hot!” He chews and blows at the same time. “You heated it 
too long, girl. ’Bout to burn my mouth!”

27 When Mr. Lewis leaves, Daddy winks at me.
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Step !" Close Reading Activity 

1. In one color, highlight the sentences that show the reader what Maverick, Starr’s father, 
looks like. 

2. In another color, highlight the phrases that show what Maverick does. 

3. Underline the sentences that show what Maverick says.

4. Circle the sentences that show how other characters think or feel about Maverick. Next 
to each of these quotes, write a word that describes how this character sees Maverick.

5. With a partner, create a list of five words that describe Maverick’s character as you see him. 

6. Next to each word on your list, write down the people who you think see this side of 
Maverick. Discuss the different ways that he is viewed by the people around him. Why do 
you think one person is viewed in such different ways? 

7. Does Maverick seem concerned with how others see him? Explain your answer using 
evidence from the text. 

8. Twice in this passage, Starr mentions “love letters in the simplest form.” What does she 
mean by this, and why does she associate this phrase with her father? How does this 
connect to what you’ve noticed about his character? 

Step '" Connected Excerpts to Continue Close Reading

Continue your work exploring how the author portrays different aspects of the characters as 
well as the characters’ perceptions of one another.

1. What aspects of Starr’s character does Kenya see (Chapters 1, 3, 12, 17)? What aspects 
of her character do her friends at Williamson see (Chapters 5, 7, 11, 14)? Why do you 
think they see such different sides of her? In what ways do their views of Starr change 
over the course of the book?

2. How is Chris characterized? How is he portrayed as being different from the other 
students Starr interacts with at Williamson (Chapters 5, 7, 9, 12, 13, 17)?

3. How is Khalil portrayed in his interactions with Starr (Chapters 1, 2), in Starr’s memories 
(Chapters 4, 15), and in the things said about him in the community (Chapters 4, 8), at the 
police station (Chapter 6), and on television (Chapter 14)? Do these different portrayals 
capture different sides of his character, or are some of them truer than others?
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Step #" Writing Prompt 

In The Hate U Give, Starr talks about how, after tragedies, people are often reduced to a 
“hashtag” and portrayed in simplistic terms by the media: “Did he realize that if he does become 
a hashtag, some people will only see him as a drug dealer?” (64). How does Angie Thomas 
create three-dimensional characters who go beyond stereotypes or clichés?

Part #" Additional Guiding Questions  
and Projects

Step %" Guiding Questions to Read the Whole Book

Part 1 (Chapters 1–15)

1. What is the “other” talk that Starr’s parents had with her when she was 12 (Chapter 2), 
and why did they talk about this subject with her at such a young age?

2. In Chapter 4, Starr visits Ms. Rosalie, Khalil’s grandmother. Ms. Rosalie tells Starr that 
she was “the very best friend” Khalil ever had, and Starr protests that she and Khalil 

“weren’t as close—” (64). Why do you think Starr feels the need to respond this way?

3. In Chapter 5, Starr goes back to Williamson for the first time after Khalil is killed. Does 
she seem to view her school as a place where she can escape her troubles or a place that 
brings her more grief?

4. What happens at Khalil’s funeral (Chapter 8), and how do these events seem to affect 
the family and friends who are there to honor his memory?

5. In Chapter 10, Starr and her father discuss Tupac Shakur’s lyrics. Starr shares the 
explanation Khalil offered her at the beginning of the book, but then proceeds to offer 
her own interpretations. What conclusions does she draw over the course of this 
conversation? 

6. What important information does Starr learn about Khalil from DeVante in Chapter 13? 

7. Starr is upset and offended by the way Hailey reacts to news about Khalil’s death (Chapter 
14). What factors do you think have shaped the way Hailey views Khalil and his death? 
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Part 2 (Chapters 16–19)

1. At the prom (Chapter 17), Chris tells Starr, “You once told me I’m the only person you 
could be yourself around at Williamson but the truth is you still didn’t trust me” (300). 
Do you agree that Starr hasn’t trusted Chris, and do you think that’s going to change 
after this conversation?

2. In Chapter 19, it’s clear that Maverick and Carlos have turned over a new leaf in their 
relationship. What’s changed? What common ground have they discovered, and what do 
they seem to understand about each other’s point of view?

Parts 3 and 4 (Chapters 20–21)

1. In Chapter 20, Hailey confronts Starr, calling her a liar. What does this conversation 
reveal about how little Hailey understands Starr’s point of view?

2. In Chapter 21, Starr’s two worlds collide at the barbecue at Uncle Carlos’s house. How 
would you describe this experience for Starr? 

Part 5 (Chapters 22–26)

1. In Chapter 22, do you think that Iesha’s actions change the way Seven sees her? 

2. How does the community respond to the grand jury’s decision? How does Starr react? 
Why do you think they respond in these ways?

3. Chris and Starr go through a lot together in the final section of the book. Which moments 
seemed most significant to you? Do you think these moments will strengthen their 
relationship or threaten it? Explain your thinking.

Step (" Extended Discussion Questions

• Compare and contrast the parenting styles of Maverick, Starr’s father; Lisa, Starr’s 
mother; and Carlos, Starr’s uncle. 

 » What does Starr get from each of these relationships?

 » If you could have one of these adults looking out for you, which one would you choose, and 
why?

• “I’ve seen it happen over and over again: a black person gets killed just for being black, 
and all hell breaks loose. I’ve Tweeted RIP hashtags, reblogged pictures on Tumblr, 
and signed every petition out there. I always said that if I saw it happen to somebody, I 
would have the loudest voice, making sure the world knew what went down. Now I am 
that person, and I’m too afraid to speak.” (34–35)
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 » Why doesn’t Starr speak up right away? What is she afraid of?

 » List the different ways that she does speak up by the end of the book. Do you consider these 
responsible decisions?

 » Think of a time when you’ve witnessed something that you should speak up about. How did 
you handle it?

• Choose a character from The Hate U Give who has a very di"erent life than you do.

 » What did you learn about this character that surprised you?

 » What aspects of this character do you find understandable or relatable?

 » Are there any aspects of this character that you find it difficult to empathize with? Why or 
why not?

Step )" Writer’s Craft

At multiple points in the book, Starr is paralyzed by nightmares and painful memories. Thomas 
captures the intensity of these moments by slowing down the narration and describing vivid sensory 
details (sights, sounds, etc.) that help the reader experience these moments alongside Starr.

Pages 28–29:

• I don’t think I ever saw the water shoot as high as it did that day. Almost everybody in the 
neighborhood was there too. Just having fun. I was the only one who noticed the car at first. 

 » The images convey how lighthearted and free everyone was feeling in this moment.

• A tattooed arm stretched out the back window, holding a Glock. People ran. Not me though. 
My feet became part of the sidewalk. Natasha was splashing in the water, all happy and stuff. 
Then—

 » The short, choppy sentences recreate the flash of images that Starr saw in this moment. The 
author also recreates the powerlessness Starr felt when she sensed danger.

• I dove into a rosebush. By the time I got up, somebody was yelling, ‘Call nine-one-one!’ At 
first I thought it was me, ’cause I had blood on my shirt. The thorns on the rosebush got me, 
that’s all. It was Natasha though. Her blood mixed in with the water, and all you could see 
was a red river flowing down the street.”

 » The poetic description of the final moment conveys how overwhelming and confusing this 
sight is for Starr in the moment; it’s beyond comprehension. But the intensity of the visual 
conveys how badly Natasha is hurt.

Find two other places in the text where Thomas slows down the action and uses sensory 
details to capture the intensity of a moment. Copy a few sentences from each moment, 
underline the sensory details, and add annotations explaining what kind of feelings and ideas 
these moments convey.
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Part %" Final Projects

Step $" Writing Prompt

“Oh, we know the truth, that’s not what we want,” says Daddy. “We want justice.” (53)

Does Khalil get justice in this book? What would justice for Khalil look like? Does the book offer 
hope in this regard?

Step *" Final Project

Option 1:

On The New York Times website, find and watch the “Anatomy of a Scene” video for The Hate 
U Give. In this video, George Tillman Jr., the director of the movie adaption of The Hate U Give, 
describes how he shot the scene where Starr’s father gives her and her brothers “the talk.” 
Listen carefully as Tillman explains the choices he made and why. Then, go back and compare 
this scene to the moment it references in Chapter 2. (Consider that it may also borrow from 
other moments in the book.) 

Discuss with a group: In what ways is this scene faithful to the book—either to this specific 
scene, or to the ideas or characters more broadly? What creative liberties has the director 
taken, and do you approve of these choices? What advantages and disadvantages does film 
offer that the book does not, and vice versa?

Option 2: 

Amandla Stenberg is the actress who played Starr in the movie adaptation of The Hate U Give. 
Find and watch her interview on The Daily Show. In this interview, Stenberg explains that the 
biggest goal for the film was to create empathy in the audience.

Discuss with a group: Did the book create empathy in you? Which characters defied your 
expectations, changed your point of view, or inspired your compassion?
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Step +" Challenge Activity

Find the following poem about police violence: “For Rashan Charles” by Raymond Antrobus.

1. Read the poem a few times. With each reading, annotate the details that stand out to you. 

• In your first reading, make observations.

 » What words or phrases catch your eye? Why? 

 » Does the poem tell a “story,” or is it perhaps more like a picture?

• In your second reading, think about structure and form.

 » How does the poem look on the page? Is it boxy? Skinny? Regular? Irregular? Why do you think 
the poet wrote it this way?

 » When you read the poem aloud, do you notice any rhythm or rhyme?

• In your third reading, think about how this poem relates to history and/or current events.

 » Are there any historical, political, or cultural allusions (references) you can identify?

 » Can you identify the perspective of the poem’s speaker (the “narrator” of the poem)?

• In your fourth reading, listen to and enjoy the language.

 » What sounds do you hear in the poem?

 » What images or scenes does the poem’s language help you to see? 

2. Now, reread the ending of The Hate U Give, starting with “Once upon a time” (442). Compare 
and contrast the ideas presented in the poem and in the ending of the novel. What ideas do 
these texts share? How do they approach these ideas differently? How does the structure of 
each text help communicate its meaning?

Step !&" Extra

Now, choose a current topic from the news that you care about and write something that helps 
you explore and express your feelings and ideas about this topic. You may choose to write a poem, 
a letter, a short story, an essay, or something else.
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Step !!" Extended Reading

• Dear Martin by Nic Stone 

• All American Boys by Jason Reynolds, Brendan Kiely 

• How It Went Down by Kekla Magoon 

• Black Enough: Stories of Being Young & Black in America,  
edited by Ibi Zoboi 

• The Tempest Tales by Walter Mosley (Amplify Library) 

• Ghetto Cowboy by G. Neri (Amplify Library)



NAME:            DATE:  

34 The Hate U Give Novel Guide



NAME:            DATE:  

The Hate U Give Novel Guide 35



NAME:            DATE:  

36 The Hate U Give Novel Guide



NAME:            DATE:  

The Hate U Give Novel Guide 37



NAME:            DATE:  

38 The Hate U Give Novel Guide


